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The Honoreble Griffin B. Ball

Aktorney Genersl of the United Statas .
Deperctuent of Justice .
wanhington, ¥ C. 20305

Aveention:r HME.. REobert L. Reoch ‘ '
Deputy Assiztant Attorney Gehersl

Deay Mr. Attornsy General: .
In connection with this Committes’s invertigation into

whe death of Dp. Mawtin Luther King, Jf.. I wilite £0 reguest
that yvou make the name of a former Seowrity informant availeble

3 2o the Qumittes so that the peyson might be interviewed in

arder that serious allegstions imvelving the Fedewal Bursau of
Inventigation and the death of Pr. Fiog may be resclved. THe

. Committee hus had sccess to the velevank Huresw personnel and

the Headguarters snd Field Office £ilez of the Informankt, duly

i excized to protect fhe informant's idenkity: sad it 2180 cons

gucted extensive interviews amony others vhe are alsc the subject
of thix aspest of the Committes’s investigation, What the Com-
mifvee now desives is to determine If the oral testimony of ths
witnesess guppork or refnte the written record as well as
information ohbained Juring previens interviava.

The poroon, Whose identidy the ftommittee gooks, WAS BRSS-
, chated with the Invaders, = Black militsnt group in Hemplls,
Tennesses dubing 1965, whoe were apparently lovelved in the
- violenoe that ocoytred in Memphis enz weak prior 4o Dr. Ring's
death. He wis an older paraon, snd he had appavently been &
- Bureku gource since 1958, A2 & resogsized community leader, be
‘ was zbie o move aliout fresly within the Bigck comminity. The
Commitise knows independently that in the surly months S£ 1968,
the Invaders were attempting te obtain influence In that samy
comuunity, and they inlifally attempted ©o €0 50, in park, by
approzching esteblished organisations., They aven want so £ar
as to invite special agencs of the Memphiis effice to mest with .
them early in 1968, at which time they dalinested thelir gosls
and objsctiven.

these Individuals in ways dstrimsntzl to Dr. Eing in conjoction
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with the eounterintelligence program being waged against him,
it would sppesr that this particular informant would have been
g logicel wehicle for that affort.

~ As yon know, with respact to the King investligetion, the
Committae is, fn affeck, performing for the death of Dr. King
the pama function that the Warren Commission performed for the
death of President Kennedy. One of the most freguent oriti~
cizsms of the Warren Commiasion is that in attempiing o reselvs
the issus of whethor or nak Les Harvey Uswald was an FRI In-
formant, the Commizsion sewepted sworn affadavies from the
Bureaau. The Committes fesls, therefors, thet it wonld he
Gerelict o relv on anything less ¢Hen an opportunity to oxomine
and erspo-szsmine relevant witneszes eon this erucial fasus.

rre Committes is not unmindful of the sencitive nature af
ity recvest. Throughout the effort to resolve this iasus, the
Fommittoe hae sttempred &5 move with astraint, It was oot
wntil our field interviews with former merbers of the Invadens
and people present in Memphiz at the time wf the Maxch 28, 1968
merch revealed, (i} that the Inveders were in fact & proximats
nauss of the viclshes, and (2} that it is mniversally baliaved
ehat the Tovader followers who caused the vialance weve paid
¥BT operstivas, thet the Commitbes reguested Secess €0 auy
informant £iles. '

By thit tima, the Committee Rad reviewad the Sanitation
Sewike, tovaders, Ring and SCLC svbstentive fileg. Tt hed also

reviowsd tha Memphiiz Pollics Dspartment Files, and it had lnter-

wiewed its undercover operative witliin the Invader organization.

THe Commities hod initially Moped that the answers it
zaught sould ba reselved by roviewing the informants Headguarters
and Picld Office files. Suohseguent imterviews with currang and
Torser agents revesled, addivionaily, (I} thet the MNempkis Field
DEfice Wad priar knowledge of the inmpending viclence {(a fact
memeralired ir FRI dssuments) and (2} mambheyrs of the Invadars
WEYY. t;hsem& by agants of the FBY oxhorbing the corowld and
roadying weapons from sipwosts {a fact testlficed to under cath
by theso agents.} ’

Further, while the Commitvtee has Insisted that the files
of all five of the informants said by the Department of Justice
s be invalved with the Invaders should have been made available
te itz staflf purscant to the Memprandum of Understanding, it
made & geof fafth effeort to work out & conmprobise proposal that
permitied ry exclugive xeview of ths excized files. The

DocId: 323898153 Page 4
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Committes has now reached & point, however, wherse the balance
batween malntsining the integrity of the Bureaw's Iinformant
program and the resolution of this critical issua must be stouck
in faver of the Comitise’s receiving the Identity of that one
informant. A rsguest iz ot being made for all five, and absent
new developments, this reguest should resplve the outstanding
Issues, The burden of the Committea’s mandate iz lavgely a
reflection of the desire of the American public ¢o lesrn the
trte fackts concerning the desth of Dr. Ring. That burxden is
perhaps never more apparent than in conpection with the izsuss
that the Committes is now sttempiing to addresg hers. The claim
that an FBI/Invadser connection resulted in the viclence on April
24 and contributed to Dr. Ring's death haa now received nation-
wide attention. Tt iz recounted In existing literaturzs and was
broadoust natienally in & drawmatic accomnt of Dr. Ring's Life.
Ths Rev. Ralph Abernsthy, close friond and successor of Dr. King,
ceztified in public under cath and hefore Menbars of the CTom-
mitees znd the nakional news median, fhag he recalled members of
the Invaders zchkadwledging that they had caused the vielence
on Mawreh 28, in return for compansarion from the FBI.  Indeed, .
an individual whe was g recognized lesader of the 1968 Sanitatien
Strike snd made the invitaeion %o Pr. King £6 comwe to Memphiz,
is o Jeading exponent of the thesry that the FBI, through its
infermants, had a direct rele in Dr. Ring's azeausination.

Finally, the Committee's fnvestigation has revealed that
the Buresn recommended that Informants he nsed with or withont
their hnowledge to implement countérintelligencs propossls
directed against Dr. Ring, in 1968. Witk thiz backdrop, it fs
elear that the Committee has no chpfee bat to satlsly Itself
conceraing the evants which took place in Homphlz. The public
interest in the death of br. Bing cannot be met by less than &
Full investigation. Talling with this Individuel Iis essential
to the fnir regolution of these most sevieus questicps.-

T would hope that it sight be possible to mecuwrs the
Zdentity of this informant, éither through his consent or para~
graph L. B. {1} of the Nemorandum of Phderstanding bebvwesn. £he
Departmant and the Comnittes. Nevartheless, I am authorized
to inform you that the Committee is prepared to seek this
infar;uﬁmn through formal process iF all other avenuss are of
no avail.

Finally, T would mste ¢hok this izsue nusk b resolvad.
wall buefora the pesuspbion of the Commitbests publie hoacings
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Mr, Bassett . © 7/28/78 ‘
: e i1 - Mr, Balley * ¢ .. i:w .
Dc Rym . - 3 . . 1 - Hrn Hintz i to, -y
- ’ Attn: R ,u
.. Mr, Heller -
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON . ., .1 = Criminal Inventigativc
ASSASSINATIONS Division .
U. 8, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES {HsCcA) Attn: Mr, J.J, Jamar

l - Mr. Foster

A d

- w

! PURPOSE: To furnish information regarding captioned ¥
Committee's efforts to gain access to Memphis Field Office
files of five (5) former informants and . to recommend, in
accordance with a decision by the Department of Justice,
that excised copies of these files be made availahle onJ,y

- to the HSCA's Chief Coungel and Direqtoxn.. T e

v - y 3
SYNOPSIS: The HSCA is txyinq to xesolve nllegation that

¥BI informants reporting on the Invaders, a Memphis youth
gang, acted as "agent provocateurs" in instigating violence,
causing Xing to xeturn to Memphis where he was killed. HSCA .
requested access to FBI Headquarters (FBIHQ) filas on £ive
informants reporting on Invaders. This access was granted.

to HSCA Chief Counsel and Director only as effort to .
compromigse with HSCA and assiat in resolving allegation. . .-
HSCA then requested access to Memphis Field Office files .

on the same informants. .This Xequest was denied in Director-

43

' o,g'_%/ég/

27

LMY

“adQ letter to Congressman Stokea; Chairman, HSCA, (copy attached) B

?%Nf} primarily because it would be datrimental t¢ our informant i

» w=. X development program, By letter to the Attorney General fronr .
oL N HSCA Chairman dated 7/5/78 {copy attached), a meeting with
o 4"{ { . the Attorney General was requested to resolve the issues. . ° =
it Q’ﬁ Mr. Robert L. Keuch, J\ssistant Attorney General, stated HSC}. :

SN plans to subpoena files and that FBI shoyld make files ~ . -

Y available. Informants were contacted, but, refused £6° . ..

permit disclosure of their .i,dents.tieq to the HSGA., In - - . _°,
~ letter to the Director dateq 7/24/78 {copy attached), Mx., I
_ Keuch advised that in him judgement, as Spacial Counsel. tor el
.. * the Attorney General, the HSCA should be given accéess to '« . .
"~ . .excised coples of these files primarily because the cOmittce'
legislative and investigative nseds are not hased on pu:o SRR
speculation® and to give access to excised copies both ' . -
protects informant identities and demonstrates. Qux coqporat&m. :
¥While we bclicw My, uqh': decilton S,s to\md ‘ofx ]
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. Memorandum to Mr. Bassett
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U, 8. HOUSE QF REPRE§ENTAQIVES (HsCA)

z

why f£iles should not be niade avalilable were informally
provided him and are outlined in this memorandum. On
7/27/78, Mr. Keuch stated our arguments .are persuasive,

but he still believed the decision in his letter of 7/24/78
was the best course of action in this matter. However,

he desired to use our arquments in responding to
Congressman Stokes' letter and asked this information be
furnished him on a formal basis. Mr. Keuch has determined
that our action in this matter will have no bearing on the
Socialist Workers Party xitigation in New York. The
Congressional Inquiry Unit (CIU) believes that 'since copies
of these files will be excised to prevent compromise of
informants' identities, we should agree with Mr. Keuch's
position and make files available,

S e

RECOMMENDATIONS s

-

3. That we follow the decision of Mr, Reuch in
making excised copies of these informant files available to
the HSCA's Chief Counsel .and Director only.

T

i 2. XIf the above is approved, an appropriate ‘\\
communication be prepared directing to Mr. Keuch information

he desires to use in his yresponse to Congressman Stokes.

. \

CONTINUED -~ OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. Bassett
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U, S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

~

DETAILS: By letter to the Attorney General dated 4/12/78,
the HSCA requested access to files on our informants

within the Invaders, a Memphis youth gang. This request
was apparently made after a review of the Invaders file at
FBIHQ which disclosed the Memphis Office had five informants
who were providing coverage of that organization. Mr. G. Robert
Blakey, Chief Counsel and Director, HSCA, had advised Legal
Counsel Division that the HSCA is trying to resolve whether
or not the Invaders fomented racial violence to get King to
return from Atlanta to Memphis where he was killed and to
determine i1f any of these informants acted as "agent
provocateurs” in starting this violence.

None of the five informants involved are currently
active, Only one informant actually became a member of the
Invaders and that was not until after King's assassination.
Memphis files on these informants total 47 sections.

By Mr. Ryan to Mr, Bassett memorandum dated
4/27/78, it was approved to release FBIHQ files on these
informants with all informant identifying data excised. It
was hoped these files would satisfy the HSCA that informants
were not responsible for violence, This action was taken .
primarily as a compromise" to demonstrate cooperation with
the Committee. Any additional efforts by the HSCA to review
f£ield office £files of the informants or to determine informant
identities would be opposed. Access to FBIHQ informant files
was limited to Mr. Blakey, since some staff members were
familiar with substantive file on the Invaders and to allow
staff access could jeopardize informants' identities.

As reported in Mr. Ryan to Mr. Bassett memorandum
dated 5/19/78, Mr. Blakey reviewed excised copies of all
fiva FBIHQ informant files on 5/17/78, in the presence of -
two Agents of the CIU. Following a review, Mr. Blakey stated
he found no evidence that any of our informants acted as

"agent provocateurs.” He furnished FBIHQ 15 pages of notes
which he took during review and desired these notes be kept
at FBIHQ for possible later use in constructing a paragraph
in the £inal HSCA report to the effect that he found no
evidence that any of thege informants instigated violencs.
Pollowing this review, My, Blakey made no verbal request that
field office files of these informants would be needed.

£

| ni 55244 DocId:azssosis Page 9 S, =3 CONTINUED ~ OVER




Hemorandum to My, Bassett
REs HOUSE SELECT COMNITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U, S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

-

By latter to the Attorney General dated 5/23/78,
Mr. Blakey requested access to Memphis Pield Office files of
these game five informants. This letter stated that the
procedure used for raview of PBIHQ files was unacceptable and
contrary to the Mewmorandum of Understanding, but could be
utilized again, - )

In responss to this request, a letter from the Director
to Congressman Louis B. Stokes, Chairman, ESCA, dated 6/13/78,
‘'was sent denying access to these files. A copy of this
letter and the letter transmitting it to the Department of
Justice are attached to this memorandum. Our denial was based
primarily on the overall detrimental effect this access could
‘have on our informant development program and, as this letter
‘pointed out, the lives and safety of our informants could
be placed in jeopardy. 7This letter also stated that our
dacision to make the PBIHQ informant files available was not
meant to sorve as a precedent for the BSCA to request field
office files for the same informants. Mr. Robert L. Keuch,
Deputy Assistant Attorney General, concurred with our position
in the absence of additional information from the HSCA bearing
on the allogation that our informants acted as "agent
provocateurs® in instigating the violence in Memphis.

Oon 7/11/78, representatives of the CIU and Legal
Counsel Division met with Mr. Keuch, at which time Mr, Keuch
furnished a copy of a letter from Congressman Stokes to the
Attorney General dated 7/5/78. A copy of this letter is
attached to this memorandum. This latter sets ocut in detail
the basis on which the HSCA feels it has for requesting access
to informant field office files., This letter appealed ¢to the
Attorney General to resolve the matter of the informant files
and regquested a meeting with the Attorney General to diascuss
the issues involved. Mr. Keuch advised that the HSCA was
prepared to subpoen2 these files. In his opinion, #r. Keuch
believed the Department would lose a court decision over .
the files and it would be in the Bureau's best interest N
to comply with the HSCA request of 5/23/78 and allow accesn." :
HMr. Keuch beslieved the letter from Congressman Stokes
contained additional information bearing on the allegation :
againgt the Bureau in that the Committee's own investigation

>

-l CONTINURD - OVER
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